))Future Fluent 2.0 2025

Teaching
Media Literacy
In the Digital
Age

Manual for Teachers

Prepared by Supported by:

Association for Civic Activism and The Embassy of the Czech Repubilic in
Mobilization - Effect North Macedonia.




Introduction: \Why Media
Literacy In the Classroom?

N

PREPARED BY

Association for Civic
Activism and
Mobilization - Effect

SUPPORTED BY

The Embassy of the
Czech Republic in North
Macedonia.

MANUAL FOR TEACHERS

In the digital erag, information moves faster
than ever. Students today consume and
share content across multiple platforms —
often without fully understanding its origin,
purpose, or accuracy. Media literacy equips
them with the ability to analyze, evaluate, and
create media messages responsibly. It fosters
critical thinking, ethical awareness, and civic
responsibility.

This manual is designed to support educators
in building these essential competencies
within the classroom. Rooted in the core
philosophy of the Future Fluent 2.0 platform, it
provides a structured approach to teaching
media literacy in high schools, with detailed
theory, examples, exercises, and assessment
tools.
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Pedagogical Foundations
of Media Literacy

Media literacy is more than a set of technical skills — it
is a form of cultural competence. According to UNESCO
and the European Commission, media and information
literacy should develop the following learner
competencies:

1.The ability to access and analyze information
critically

2.Understanding the economic and political
dimensions of media

3.Recognizing misinformation and manipulation

4.Creating ethical, evidence-based content

These align with Bloom's Taxonomy and can be

embedded in cross-curricular learning: from language
arts and civic education to ICT and history.
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The Future Fluent
Framework

Stop. Think. Check.

This simple yet powerful method helps students break
the cycle of passive consumption:

e STOP before reacting emotionally or sharing

e THINK about who created the message and why

e CHECK the credibility using tools and critical
questions

Educators are encouraged to model this process in live
classroom media analysis.
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MODULE 1

Identifying Misinformation

Theory: Misinformation refers to false or misleading
information shared without malicious intent. Disinformation
is deliberately deceptive. Both thrive in digital ecosystems
through virality, emotional appeal, and platform incentives.

Practical Tools:
o Types of misinformation (e.g, satire, clickbait,
manipulated content)
e Psychological factors (e.g. confirmation bias, cognitive
shortcuts)

Activity: Case analysis of a viral fake news story (e.g. during
COVID-19 or elections) Reflection Prompt: What made this

believable? Who was affected?

Assessment: Create an infographic identifying 5 red flags
of fake content.
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MODULE 2

Understanding Media Messages

Theory: All media messages are constructed. They reflect
decisions about framing, tone, selection, and narrative.
Understanding intent is key to decoding messages.

Core Concepts:
¢ Framing theory (Entman)
e Denotation vs. connotation
e Persuasion techniques

Activity: Compare the same news event from 3 different
sources Reflection: How does language or photo choice

change interpretation?

Assessment: Media Message Dissection Worksheet
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MODULE 3

Evaluating Sources

Theory: Not all information is created equal. Students must
be trained to assess credibility, bias, and authority.

Skills:
e Lateral reading
e Recognizing domain suffixes and author transparency
e Spotting logical fallacies

Activity: Use the Source Evaluation Checklist on a viral post

Assessment: Source Reliability Matrix + Presentation
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MODULE 4

Digital Footprint and Privacy
Theory: Every digital interaction leaves a trace. Students
must understand the permanence, risks, and visibility of
online behavior.
Topics Covered:

e Cookies and tracking

e Online identity

e Consent and digital ethics

Activity: Personal Digital Footprint Mapping

Assessment: Reflection essay + privacy settings checklist
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MODULE 5

Media Production

Theory: Producing media requires ethical and technical
literacy. Students should understand their power as content
creators.

Key Concepts:
e Storyboarding
e Caption and image integrity

e Ethical publishing (copyright, truthfulness, tone)

Activity: Students create a campaign on a social issue
using media tools

Assessment: Peer-reviewed production rubric
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MODULE 6

Social Media Literacy

Theory: Algorithms shape our worldview. Critical users must
understand how feeds are curated and how to challenge
echo chambers.

Topics:
e Filter bubbles (Eli Pariser)
e The attention economy
e Online manipulation

Activity: Algorithm Simulation Exercise (create two mock
accounts and compare feeds)

Assessment: Essay: "How does social media shape what |
believe?”
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Tools and
Assessments

e Student media analysis logbook

e Rubrics for evaluation of content creation

e Ready-to-print worksheets (quizzes,
checklists, reflection forms)

e Printable certificate of completion

e Access to www.futurefluent.info digital tools

MANUAL FOR TEACHERS 2025


https://www.futurefluent.info/

Conclusion:
Shaping Informed Citizens
Through Education

N

PREPARED BY

Association for Civic
Activism and
Mobilization - Effect

SUPPORTED BY

The Embassy of the
Czech Republic in North
Macedonia.

MANUAL FOR TEACHERS

In a world where information is abundant but trust is
scarce, educators are not just transmitters of
knowledge — they are guardians of truth and critical
inquiry. The Future Fluent 2.0 manual is more than a
toolkit; it is a commitment to fostering a new
generation of digitally fluent, ethically grounded,
and socially responsible citizens.

By guiding students through media literacy, you are
not only teaching them how to analyze content —
you are empowering them to navigate complex
realities, challenge manipulation, and participate
meaningfully in democratic processes.

Your role as an educator has never been more vital.
With each classroom discussion, with every exercise
completed, you are cultivating minds that won't be
easily misled — but will instead lead with
discernment and courage.

Together, through this shared journey of education

and reflection, we are building a future that is not
only fluent in media — but fluent in truth.
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Thank youl!

Thank you for using the Future Fluent 2.0 Teacher’s
Manual.

Your role as an educator is more important than ever —
and your commitment to fostering critical thinking, digital
responsibility, and media literacy truly shapes the path
toward a more informed, thoughtful, and democratic
society.

We hope this manual serves as a useful companion in
your classroom. For updates, downloadable resources,
and additional content, please visit our platform:
www.futurefluent.info.

With appreciation,
The Future Fluent Team
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